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Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, one 
copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly 
considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record 
therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. Applicants 
respectfully request the Examiner return an initialed copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 to 
Applicants with the next Office communication to indicate that the references have been 
considered, per MPEP § 609. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of the U.S. 
filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of the first Office Action on 
the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

The attached application identified in the attached Appendix is directed to related technical 
subject matter. The identification of that U.S. Patent Application is not to be construed as a waiver 
of secrecy as to that application now or upon issuance of the present application as a patent. The 
Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited application and the art cited therein during 
examination. 
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In addition, relevance of the non-English language references are discussed in the 
English-language Abstracts attached hereto. 




Facsimile: (703)905-2500 
Registration Number 35914 

Date: June 14, 2004 
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APPENDIX 



Examiner's 
Initials 


First Inventor 


Application No. 


Filing 
Date 


Enclosed 




Takashi 
YAMAGUCHI 


10/624,669 


07/23/2003 


EXl Specification 

Drawings 
|^ Other: Filing Receipt 



The Examiner's initials indicates he/she has considered the cited application relative to the subject 
application. 

DO NOT PRINT the above information on the patent which results from the subject application. 
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Atty. 
Dkt No. 




Client Ref. 


0309409 
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Applicant: Shinya TOKUDA et al. 
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Appln. No.: 10/830,124 



Filing Date: April 23. 2004 



Examiner U MKHOWM iGroup Art Unit imttMSWN 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner* 
s 

Initials* 




Document 
Number 


Date 

MM/YYYY 


Name 

(Family Name of First Inventor) 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing 
Date 

(if appropriate) 




AR 


5,407,893 


04/1995 


KOSHIZUKAetal. 


$03 






UJH 


BR 


5,661,574 


08/1997 


KAWANA 


3S% 


/ 




UJtt 


CR 


5,974,150 


10/1999 


KAISH et al. 


10 


/77 






DR 


5,946,414 


08/1999 


CASS et al. 




/*3 




(QfL 


ER 


5,995,638 


11/1999 


AMIDROR et al. 




/st> 






FR 


6.095,566 


08/2000 


YAMAMOTO et al. 








m> 


GR 


6,438,251 B1 


08/2002 


YAMAGUCHI 




lev 






HR 


6,556,688 B1 


04/2003 


RATNAKAR 


31?- 


/ff-0 




UJtt 


IR 


2002/0080996 A1 


06/2002 


RHOADS 


3$JL 


/Crt> 




UJff 


JR 


2003/0035045 A1 


02/2003 


MIKI 


3>Y7 








KR 
















LR 
















MR 
















NR 















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 
Number 



Date 

MM/YYYY 



Country 



Inventor Name 



English 
Abstract 



Translation 

Readily 

Available 



Enclosed No 



Enclose 



No 



OR 



0 921 675 A2 



06/1999 



Europe 



YAMAGUCHI 



PR 



1 014 318 A2 



06/2000 



ulhL 



Europe 



YAMAGUCHI 



QR 



1 136 947 A2 



09/2001 



Europe 



YAMAGUCHI 



RR 



1 168 817 A2 



01/2002 



Europe 



KAWAGUCHI et al. 



Eg. 



SR 



2001-274971 



10/2001 



Japan 



KAWAHARA 



TR 



UR 



VR 



OTHER (Including in this order Author, Title, Periodical Name, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



Uff 



WR 



A. K. Bhattachariya et al., "Data Embedding in Text for a Copier System,' 
Processing, 1999, ICIP 99 t Proceedings, pages 245-249 



Image 



kflf 



XR 



D. Delannay et al., "Generalized 2-D Cyclic Patterns for Secret Watermark 
Generation," ICIP 2000 - IEEE Signal Processing Society International Conference 
on Image Processing, vol. 2. September 10, 2000, pages 77-79 



YR 



ZR 



AAR 



Examiner 

UJASS&W tf- HA*fJ>s+*/ bate Considered: // 



'EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. _ 
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Client Reference: T4HT-04S0253-1 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unit: Ul lUIOlTll ^ %S~ff 
Examiner: Vtt3S&m*tdASS&?tf //. tfrt&M/ 
Confirmation No.: UNKNOWN 
For: IMAGE PROCESSING SYSTEM 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the 
references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, one copy of each reference 
is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution 
of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. Applicants respectfully request the Examiner return an initialed 
copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 to Applicants with the next Office communication to indicate that the 
references have been considered, per MPEP § 609. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of the U.S. filing date 
of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits in the 
present application. No certification or fee is required. 

Relevance of the non-English language references are discussed in the present specification and/or 
in the English-language Abstracts of the non-English language references attached hereto. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(J Cf^wfriW^ 

Lfl_ Jeffrey D. Karceski 
■AT Registration Number 35914 
Customer Number: 00909 

Date: April 23, 2004 

PILLSBURY WINTHROP LLP 
Telephone: (703) 905-2000 
Facsimile: (703)905-2500 
P.O. Box 10500 
McLean, VA 22102 
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Application Number 



Filing Date 



Complete if Known 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



04/23/2004 



SHINYA TOKUDA 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



1M- 



ate 

No.' 



Document Number 



Number-Kind Code^^ 



2001/0040980 Al 



US- 



Publication Date 
MM-OO-YYYY 



11/15/2001 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of a ted Document 



YAMAGUCHI 



Pages, Columns, Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
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Cite 
No. 1 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Cod3*^umber 4 TOnd Code 5 (if known) 



Publication Date 
MM-OD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns. Lines. 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 



JP 



11-355554 



12/24/1999 



YAMAGUCHI 



Abstract 



JP 



11-168616 



06/22/1999 



YAMAGUCHI 



Abstract 



JP 



2001-268346 



09/28/2001 



YAMAGUCHI 



Abstract 



JP 



9-248935 



09/22/1997 



YAMAMOTOetal. 



Abstract 



JP 



6-59739 



03/04/1994 ISUGIMORl 



Abstract 



"Ms/See^ I 



Date 

Considered 



♦EXAMINER Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation Is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant « AppUcanfs unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Sea Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST 3). « For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. & Kmd of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 18 if possible. 8 Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation ts attached. 

This collection of Information Is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .9a The Information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality b governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wUI vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call U800-PTO-91 99 and select option 2. 



